September 30, 2011

Via email to: DeltaPlanComment(@deltacouncil.ca.gov

To: Phil Isenberg, Chair and Members of the Delta Stewardship Council (DSC)
Joe Grindstaff, Acting Executive Director, Delta Stewardship Council and DSC Staff

Re: City of Antioch comments on the Fifth Draft Delta Plan

The City of Antioch (Antioch) is pleased to submit its comments regarding the Fifth Draft Delta Plan. Our

comments are presented in tabular format, with chapter, page and line references, to make it easier for DSC staff to
review.

Included in our comments is an important issue that does not appear to be discussed in the DSC Delta Plan. We
bring this to your attention in hopes that you will consider addressing it in the final Delta Plan and EIR. The issue is
this: cumulative impacts to the Delta system as a whole are not discussed in the plan, nor is there discussion of
creating an oversight or regulatory agency to monitor overall health of the Delta system. For example, who will

track the combined impacts of the BDCP, Three Mile Slough and Old and Middle River gates projects on the Delta
as a whole?

Different agencies track different Delta indicators, yet there is no scientific body that addresses the viability of the
Delta as a whole. As projects come on line, and “adaptive management” is used for both ecosystem restoration and
project operations, who will track the cumulative impacts of the combination of projects coming on line? It seems
appropriate that the DSC address this in its Delta Plan, even to suggest a scientific body or group of agencies to take
this ‘system-wide’ approach to track changes in/impacts to the overall health of the Delta. Without such oversight,
another Delta crash could occur with no way to determine what went wrong, and what factors led to such a crash.

We very much appreciate the work that the DSC is doing and its ongoing efforts to obtain and incorporate public
comments and input. We look forward to your review of our comments. Please call me at (925) 779-7025 if you
would like more information or if you have additional questions.

Sincerely,

Phillip Harrington
Director of Capital Improvements/Water Rights

City of Antioch
P.O. Box 5007

Antioch, CA 94531-5007
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